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        Summary
                    Through decades of repression – both intentional and unintentional – the powerful story of 20th century queer community-building and activism in this province has remained largely ignored. Until now. Journalist Rhea Rollmann, through extensive interviews, archival work and investigative reporting, brings that history to light in A QUEER HISTORY OF NEWFOUNDLAND.

 

Organized queer activism dates back to at least 1974 in this province, but queer presence and community stretches back much farther. Rollmann spent years scouring archives, newspapers and court records to chronicle that history. She draws on archival work as well as more than 120 first-hand interviews with activists and community members to document this history behind the history of the province. The book focuses on the fight for human rights protections, AIDS activism, the growth of the city&#039;s vibrant queer bar scene, lesbian struggles for space in the feminist movement, trans struggles for recognition and health care, and more. Just as same-sex intimacy emerged in spaces as varied as the fishing industry and campus dorms, queer liberation also took diverse forms in this province, from quiet living-room consciousness-raising groups to angry, in-your-face marches on homophobic bars. Newfoundland and Labrador has been tied into national and international queer liberation networks ever since the 1970s, but NL&#039;ers also played a major role in shaping those national movements. This book explores all of these stories, and more. The story of the queer rights movement in this province is one of great pride and joy; one of hardship and struggle; and ultimately, one of triumph. Why? Because: There have always been – and always will be – queers in Newfoundland and Labrador.
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                    Transvestia&#039;s memorial for Annette, Dec. 1971. Courtesy of University of Victoria Libraries.
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                    1970 gathering at Annette&#039;s Idaho home, published in Transvestia, 67.12, 1970. Courtesy of University of Victoria Archives.
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                    Annette as the first cover girl for Transvestia, Nov. 1960. Courtesy of University of Victoria Libraries.
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                    Annette in her Idaho home, published in Transvestia, Sept. 1960. Courtesy of University of Victoria Libraries.
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                    An exhibit on the High Risk Project Society, which supported trans people in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, in the 1990s and early 2000s.
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                    An overview of the life of a man who emigrated from Denmark to the United States in the 1890s in the aftermath of scandalous accusations about his same-sex sexual activities. Published originally by OutHistory in 2009; updated in 2024. 
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                    Del Martin was born May 5, 1921, in San Francisco, California. She attended the University of California, Berkeley, and San Francisco State University before later receiving a Ph.D. from the Institute of Advanced Study of Human Sexuality. Martin was married to James Martin from 1940 to 1944 and had a daughter while married. Martin met her longtime partner Phyllis Lyon in 1952. In 1955, Martin and Lyon helped co-found the San-Francisco-based Daughters of Bilitis, which became the first lesbian political organization to have national reach. Martin was the editor of DOB’s magazine The Ladder from 1960 to 1962; she also helped to form the Council on Religion and the Homosexual in San Francisco. In 1967, Martin joined the National Organization for Women, later becoming the first openly lesbian women elected to the board of directors. After attending the Gay Women’s West Coast Conference in 1971, Martin and Pat Norman founded the Lesbian Mothers Union. In the 1970s Marin was active in the Alice B. Toklas Memorial Democratic Club and co-authored Lesbian/Woman, which was published in 1972 (and in a second edition in 1991). &nbsp;In 1977 Martin was appointed to the San Francisco Commission on the Statues of Women. In 2004 San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newson ordered the city clerk to provide marriage licenses to same-sex couples and Martin and Lyon were among the first same-sex couples to be married. The California Supreme Court voided the marriage later that year, but Martin and Lyon remarried in 2008 when same-sex marriage was legalized in California. Del Martin died on August 27, 2008. To learn more about her activism and life, see John D'Emilio Homophile Movement Oral Histories.&nbsp;
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                    Cheryl Clarke was born on May 16, 1947, in Washington, D.C., to African American parents. Clarke attended the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom at age sixteen. She later received a B.A. from Howard University in 1969 and continued her education at Rutgers University, where she received an M.A. and then a Ph.D. in 2000. At Rutgers, she founded the Office of Diverse Community Affairs and Lesbian-Gay Concerns. Clarke is the author of five collections of poetry, including Narratives (1983) and By My Precise Haircut (2016), which won a Hilary Tham Capital Competition. In the 1980s, Clarke served as an editor for the lesbian feminist journal Conditions. Clarke’s work was featured in the anthologies This Bridge Called my Back: Writing by Radical Women of Color (1981) and Home Girls: A Black Feminist Anthology (1983). Clarke also was part of the Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice and continues to serve on the Board of Directors for the Newark Pride Alliance. In 2013 Clarke retired from Rutgers and founded the Hobert Festival of Women Writers with her sister Breena Clarke. To learn more about Clarke’s life, see Marching for Jobs and Freedom by Claire Potter and John D’Emilio.&nbsp;&nbsp;
	Bayard Rustin
Dublin Core
            
        Title
                    Bayard Rustin
            
        
        Subject
                    Biography
            
        
        Description
                    Bayard Rustin Birthday Bio
            
        
        Time Period
                    1920-1940
                    1940-1960
                    1960s
                    1970s
                    1980s
            
        
        Person
                    Rustin, Bayard
            
        
        Place
                    Pennsylvania
                    California
                    Los Angeles, CA
                    Washington, D.C.
                    New York
                    New York City, NY
            
    

        Person Item Type Metadata
            
        Birth Date
                    1912-03-17
            
        
        Birthplace
                    West Chester, PA
            
        
        Death Date
                    1987-08-24
            
        
        Biographical Text
                    Bayard Rustin was born into an African American family on March 17, 1912, in West Chester, Pennsylvania. Rustin was raised by his grandparents, who were members of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. His grandmother was a Quaker, which influenced Rustin's commitment to nonviolence. While attending City College of New York in the 1930s, Rustin joined the Young Communist League, but he left the Communist Party in 1941. Rustin was appointed youth organizer for the proposed 1941 March on Washington and joined the Fellowship of Reconciliation around that time. In 1942 Rustin helped found the Congress of Racial Equality and participated in the Journey of Reconciliation. Rustin also served as the executive secretary of the War Resisters League. In 1953, however, Rustin was arrested in California for “sexual perversion” and told to resign from the Fellowship of Reconciliation.&nbsp;
In the 1950s, Rustin became a key advisor for Martin Luther King, Jr., during the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom, and the establishment of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. In 1963, A. Philip Randolph appointed Rustin Deputy Director of the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, despite concerns expressed by some African American leaders about his sexual orientation, his past Communist Party affiliation, and his status as a conscientious objector during World War Two. He was widely credited for the success of the March, which featured King’s “I Have A Dream” speech. Rustin’s commitment to non-violent resistance drew him away from the Black Power movement in the late 1960s and 1970s; he argued for a shift “from protest to politics,” which for him meant transforming the Democratic Party into a vehicle for social democratic politics. In 1965, Rustin founded the A. Philip Randolph Institute. In the 1970s Rustin worked with Freedom House on international human rights issues. In 1986 Rustin testified in favor of the New York State gay rights bill before passing away on August 24, 1987. In 2013 Rustin was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by U.S. President Barack Obama. For more on Bayard Rustin’s life, see Marching for Jobs and Freedom by Claire Potter and John D’Emilio. &nbsp;
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                    Everett Lynn Jeter, who went by E. Lynn Harris throughout his career, was born to African American parents on June 20, 1955, in Flint, Michigan. Harris graduated from the University of Arkansas in the 1970s and moved to Dallas to work at IBM. In the 1980s, he moved to the East Coast, where he witnessed the devastating effects of the AIDS epidemic on LGBTQ+ and African American communities. The struggles he witnessed during that time influenced his best-selling novel Invisible Life (1991). He was awarded Novel of the Year by the Blackboard African American Bestsellers for Just As I Am (1995), Any Way the Wind Blows (2002), and A Love of My Own (2003). In 1998 Harris won the James Baldwin Award for Literary Excellence for If This World Were Mine. He was named one of the leading LGBTQ+ and African American voices of his generation by Ebony, The Los Angeles Times, and New York Magazine. He died on July 23, 2009. To learn more about E. Lynn Harris, see LGBT African American By Kali Henderson and Dionn McDonald. &nbsp;
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                    Audre Lorde was born to African Caribbean immigrants in Harlem in New York City on February 18, 1934. After growing up in New York, in 1954 she attended the National University of Mexico, where she developed her identity as a lesbian, leftist, poet, and writer. She continued her education at Hunter College and Columbia University in New York, where she got involved with the African American civil rights, antiwar, and feminist movements. In 1962 she married Edwin Rollins, a gay man with whom she had two children. They divorced in 1970 and Lorde met her longtime partner Frances Clayton in 1972. Lorde’s work as a poet and writer became well-known in the 1960s and 1970s; her most notable early works include The First Cities (1968), Coal (1976), and The Black Unicorn (1978).&nbsp;
&nbsp;In 1979, Lorde delivered the keynote address at the Third World Lesbian and Gay Conference in Washington, D.C. In 1980, she co-founded Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press with Barbara Smith and Cherríe Moraga. In 1981 Lorde won the Gay Caucus Book of the Year award for her first prose work, The Cancer Journals. In the 1980s, she continued to publish prose volumes, including Zami: A New Spelling of My Name (1982), Sister Outsider (1984), and A Burst of Light (1988) which won a National Book Award. In the 1980s, Lorde worked with her partner Gloria Joseph to create Sisterhood in Support of Sisters (SISA), which helped South African black women dealing with the effects of apartheid. From 1991 to 1992 Lorde was the poet laureate of New York. While her work was influential in many fields, her intersectional approach was fundamental to third wave feminism, critical race studies, and LGBTQ studies. She died on November 17, 1992. For more on Lorde’s life, legacy, and activism, see LGBT African Americans by Kali Henderson and Dionn McDonald. &nbsp;
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                    James Baldwin was born to African American parents on August 2, 1924, in New York City. To escape racism and homophobia in the United States, Baldwin moved to France in 1948. In France, Baldwin published Go Tell It on the Mountain (1953); a few years later the controversial novel Giovanni's Room (1956) featured several white gay characters. His 1962 book Another Country featured multiple types of intimate relationships, including same-sex and interracial relationships between men. In the 1960s Baldwin returned to the United States and became a prominent figure in the African American civil rights movement. Baldwin attended the March on Washington in 1963, the Selma to Montgomery March in 1965, and the literary conference “The Negro Writers Vision of American” in 1965. His 1964 book Blues for Mr. Charlie pays tribute to Emmett Till, who was lynched in Mississippi in 1955, and his 1972 book-length essay No Name in the Street addressed the assassinations of Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King, Jr. He continued his activism in support of African Americans throughout the 1970s and 1980s and openly discussed his sexuality in his later years. He died on December 1, 1987. For more on his life and legacy, see LGBT African Americans by Kali Henderson and Dionn McDonald. &nbsp;
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                    Harvey Milk was born on May 22, 1930, to Jewish American parents in Woodmere, New York. He attended New York State College for Teachers before joining the U.S. Navy in 1951. The counterculture of the 1960s and Milk’s desire to be open about his sexuality drew him to San Francisco and in 1972 he permanently settled in the Castro neighborhood, where he opened Castro Camera. In 1973 Milk ran for City Supervisor but failed to receive an endorsement from the Alice B. Toklas Memorial Democratic Club and lost the election. During the 1973 election Milk became known as the Mayor of Castro Street, a nickname that he utilized for the rest of his career. In 1974 Milk organized the Castro Street Fair and Castro Village Association, aligning himself with local business owners and labor organizers before running for City Supervisor again in 1975. He lost the election but was appointed to the Board of Permit Appeals by Mayor George Moscone. In 1976 Milk lost an election for California State Assembly and co-founded the San Francisco Gay Democratic Club to help organize future campaigns.&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;
In 1977 Milk was elected to the San Francisco Board of Supervisors, earning him a national platform as one of the first openly gay men to win an election for public office in the United States. He played a leading role in the Coors boycott movement of the 1970s and the initial planning for the 1979 March on Washington. In 1978 he sponsored San Francisco’s gay rights ordinance, which passed 10-1, and was a vocal advocate against California’s anti-gay Proposition 6, commonly referred to as the Briggs Initiative. Milk and Moscone were assassinated by former San Francisco Supervisor Dan White on November 27, 1978; White was convicted of manslaughter and received a seven-year sentence; LGBT community outrage about the lenient sentence led to the White Night Riots in May 1979. In 2009, Milk was posthumously awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by U.S. President Barack Obama and the California State Legislature designated May 22 “Harvey Milk Day.” Milk’s campaign manager and LGBTQ+ activist Anne Kroneberger and Milk’s nephew Stuart Milk created the Harvey Milk Foundation in 2009. To learn more about Harvey Milk's life and legacy, see Out and Elected in the USA by Ron Schlitter.&nbsp; &nbsp;&nbsp;

